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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

This year to facilitate and create opportunities for students to make some connections with one another and with 
the CMS community we have held community lunches, led PTO clubs after school, facilitated peer tutoring, 
chaperoned dances and various school activities and events (like ice skating on a Friday evening, and parent meet 
and greet sessions).  It is our belief that when a student gains the skills to develop friendships and feel more 
connected to the school community, their social, emotional, and academic success and achievement in school will 
improve.  Come and see the results of our efforts over the past three years, and consider some of our 
recommendations for the future.   

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Kathy Lobo * Chenery MiddleSchool ESL grades 5-8 

Carla Hawkins Chenery Middle School Guidance  

Erin McElligott  Chenery Middle School Guidance  

Joe Quinn Chenery Middle School Guidance  

 
PLT SMART Goal  

Learning Environment:  II-B-2 Develops students’ interpersonal, group and communication skills and provides 

opportunities for students to learn (and interact) in groups with diverse peers: 

Our goal is to make changes, during the 2012-2013 academic year (based on research and recommendations made 

in 2011-2012), to current systems and structures at school so as to better address the social and emotional well-

being of all students, by emphasizing the making of healthy choices, by recognizing and managing stress better 

which includes developing students’ interpersonal group and individual communication skills, and  providing 

opportunities for students to learn and interact in groups with diverse peers. 

 
Key Actions 

We have worked toward achieving our goals: 

1.  by offering  regular scheduled lunch groups to students in grades 5-8 at least twice a week, 

2.  by facilitating the running of several PTO clubs and activities throughout this year, facilitating and chaperoning for 

activities like dances and ice skating. 

3. by gathering information from school staff, and by soliciting feedback from teachers, parents and students using 

surveys and questionnaires. 

4.  by surveying the Limited English Proficient and Former Limited English Proficient students at Chenery 3-4 times 

during the 2012-2013 academic year. 

5.  by making recommendations for the 2013-2014 academic year, (a culminating activity). 

 
Findings  

We tracked  our progress and accomplishments: 



1. by comparing this year’s data to data collected in the past two years using the same student surveys (CMS  

Community Survey) 

       2.    by making use of exit ticket surveys of students at community lunches in December 2012 and January 2013. 

       3.    by reviewing the information gathered from teacher, parent and student conversations, questionnaires and 

              Interviews. 

Results:   
We surveyed for a third consecutive year the students in the sixth and seventh grades using the CMS Community 
Survey.  Over the past three years there has been a steady decline in the number of students who admit to not feeling 
safe or comfortable in school, feeling lonely or alone, and having a hard time getting along with peers and making 
connections with others.   
 
In 2011 of the 204 students in grade seven who responded to the survey, 12% reported not feeling safe or comfortable 
in school, feeling lonely or alone, and having a hard time getting along with peers and making connections with others.  
This was the high.   
 
In 2012 of the 220 students in grade six who res responded to the survey, only 3% reported not feeling safe or 
comfortable in school, feeling lonely or alone, and having a hard time getting along with peers and making connections 
with others. This was the low. 
 
This year a total of 540 students in grades six and seven were surveyed.  Sixth graders who res responded to the 
survey, reported that 3% did not feeling safe or comfortable in school, feeling lonely or alone, and having a hard time 
getting along with peers and making connections with others. And for seventh graders who res responded to the 
survey, 3.8% reported not feeling safe or comfortable in school, feeling lonely or alone, and having a hard time getting 
along with peers and making connections with others. 
 
We continue to see a strong correlation between the students that hare having a difficult time “connecting” to peers 
and adults at school due to tardiness and absenteeism, frequent visits to the nurse, and continued difficulties working 
in groups and teams.  The community lunches in combination with the revised lunch/recess regime that has been 
piloted this year seem to have had a positive impact.  There is further work to be explored. 
 
We have pages and pages of data and feedback from students we could further analyze.   

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

This year it became more apparent that school connectedness is a vital motivator for children, why they come to school 
and what makes a welcoming school environment.  It is difficult to create this for students, but providing them a place 
to connect and teaching students to better understand themselves, their feelings and recognizing feelings in others 
promotes better relationships and attitudes toward learning.   
 
As we move forward it is important to incorporate the following:  Social-emotional Learning, Character Education and 
Community Service within as well as outside of the school.  Our PLT members see our work evolving into these areas.  
We would like to continue to support community lunches and other community building activities and events.   
 
Here are some recommendations from the students in their words: 

 “Maybe put some kids who do not feel comfortable in a group with other people they can relate to, and even 
some kids who do not feel comfortable and do fun team building activities.” 

 “More time to socialize with kids from different teams.” 

 “You should do after school clubs that allow people with the same interests to become friends.” 

 “More team building activities” 

 “Maybe more class time together to get to know everyone would make CMS feel like a place where everyone 
belongs.” 

 


